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1. PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  

It is my pleasure to introduce the International Bobsleigh & Skeleton Federation’s  

Annual Report. 

In the season 2019/2020 

unimaginable things happened. 

The COVID-19 pandemic has 

completely disrupted the order of 

things of people on a health, social 

and professional level and of 

course our world of sports. 

Fortunately for us, we were able to 

almost complete the whole season 

successfully which culminated in 

the World Championships held in 

Altenberg, a sporting and popular success that we achieved thanks to an intense and high-

level calendar for all disciplines and at all levels. 

The athletes, the true core of our activity, have contributed with their commitment and 

discipline to create the emotions that are the true value that the IBSF can and must take 

advantage of. 

Therefore, I would like to thank you all for the constant and extremely difficult work of 

recruiting and training new talents with the help of the passion and professionalism of the 

coaches who have dedicated their professional and private lives to this mission. 

It is with great pleasure that I would like to recall the Youth Olympics in St. Moritz, during 

which the success of Monobob was further confirmed and which brought into the limelight 

young talents in both Monobob and Skeleton, whom we will soon see competing at the 

highest level. I am convinced that the development work with and for young people should 

be continued as far as possible. 

We are now facing a telematic Congress for the first time in our history, and I sincerely hope 

that it will be the last one. This is a telematic Congress that clearly illustrates the very difficult 

situation we have been in since last March, and it will take away the joy of meeting to discuss, 

exchange our ideas and share some moments of conviviality. 

The impossibility to meet and travel freely affects all human activities, and sport suffers 

extremely from this, since it is challenging to go to other places to prepare, train and finally 

compete. 

In this extraordinary time, it is essential to be flexible and to make extraordinary decisions that 

we never expected to have to make, but which will be necessary to overcome this difficult 

moment in preparation for a new world order. 
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Hardly the world, the life we have lived, the habits that were common for us, will be the same 

as before, but we, the family of sliding sports and masters of change like chameleons, will 

show with our commitment and the values of the sport that we can adapt and prepare a 

positive future, simply different from what we have lived until now. 

Be assured, dear friends and colleagues, that our staff and technicians are working hard to 

develop a series of options that will ensure that we will not have to give up the next season, 

knowing that flexibility is a must. 

I am aware of the economic difficulties we are facing. Therefore, together with the Executive 

Committee that is supporting and helping me, and whom I thank, we are taking a series of 

measures to help our family get through this difficult time. 

I am an incurable optimist and therefore I am sure that we will emerge stronger from this 

period. 

I thank you all for the passion and work you dedicate to our athletes and our world. 

 

RESPECT – RESPONSIBILITY – READY2SLIDE 

Ivo Ferriani  
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2. BOARD & STAFF 

 
 

President Ivo Ferriani 

Vice President Corporate & Financial Affairs Andreas Trautvetter 

Vice President Sport Darrin Steele 

Vice President International Affairs Stefaan Freeling 

Vice President Communication Przemysław Piesiewicz 

Vice President Marketing & Events David Tomatis 

Vice President Legal Affairs Mārtiņš Dambergs 

Chairwoman Athletes Committee Christine Hengster 

Secretary General Heike Groessswang  

 

Chairman Bobsleigh Sports Committee Jos Mattli 

Chairman Skeleton Sports Committee Michael Grünberger 

Chairman Bobsleigh Material Committee Jos Mattli 

Chairman Skeleton Material Committee Michael Grünberger 

Chairman Development Committee Manfred Maier 

Chairman Track Committee Giacomo Dariz 

Chairman Medical Committee Dr. Christian Schneider/Dr. Eugene Byrne 

Chairman Para Sport Committee Kristaps Kotans 

Chairman Ethics Committee Wiltfried Idema 

Chairman Appeals Tribunal Stephan A. Hess 

Advisory to the President Sergey Parkhomenko 

Auditors Anders Huuse/Luis E. Vasquez-Velazquez 
/Gertjan Kempers 
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3. NEW MEMBER FEDERATIONS  

Over the last year IBSF has received applications from 

new nations to become member federations and the 

applications being duly accepted by the Executive 

Committee of IBSF, namely, 

Malta and Philippines. We are 

very honored and pleased to 

welcome new nations in the 

IBSF. 

 

 

 

4. MARKETING & MEDIA 

 

Despite the positive progress made in the media landscape to promote and increase the 

visibility of our Sports, we face crucial challenges, emphasized by the COVID-19 pandemic, 

which need to be tackled. 

Success is the only possible outcome to strengthen our future in the Olympic arena among the 

international winter sports federations.  

The main goals remain our capacity to secure a strong position in the broadcasting schedules 

(live or replay) within the European markets, to make progress in the North American 

territories and to develop our presence in key Asian countries such as China, South Korea, 

Japan. In parallel, it is crucial to develop our digital presence throughout the scope of available 

platforms in order to appeal to new audiences through an elaborated and segmented 

approach based on the specificities of each discipline.  

Our marketing and media partner must and will play a key role in the implementation of this 

strategy, the health crisis having highlighted the importance and the opportunities offered by 

the digital world.  
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At the IBSF YouTube channel, which provides a live streaming service of the World Cup and 

World Championships and in addition to that, highlight videos, interviews, stories of athletes, 

behind the scenes content and much more, we could achieve a plus of subscribers of more 

than 2,000 and nearly 875,000 views. We can see a similar development on the social media 

platform Facebook and Instagram.  

Another positive development is the last season opened IBSF Flickr account. We were able to 

upload 15.926 professional photos from the World Cup, World Championships as well as Para 

Sport World Cup and Para Sport World Championships. The IBSF Flickr account gives people 

the chance to see the fascination of the Bobsleigh and Skeleton sport through inspiring shots 

from all around the world. Additionally, the National Federations and our Race Organizers use 

these pictures for own accounts. It’s great to see that the introduction of this social media 

channel was a great success and is accepted with great enthusiasm. The uploaded photos have 

been viewed almost 2 million times!  

It is particularly nice to see, that our official IBSF website is still very well received and well 

frequented. Nevertheless, we also tried to develop our website and created a new category 

named “Inside IBSF”. This innovation was introduced to give people the chance to see what 

happens inside of an International Federation, what measures are taken in relation to various 

matters, what type of support is offered and many more. We can register a growth of 359.137 

new users and around 3,5 million views on our website. In addition to our continuously 

updated website, we provided 126 press releases during the season 2019/2020, 71 of these 

dealt with World Cup and World Championships.  

  

5. ATHLETES COMMITTEE 

Unfortunately, an insufficient number of athletes were available to run for the first ballot of 

the Athletes’ Advisory Committee elections in the previous season. Except for the Women’s 

Skeleton representative, all positions remained vacant at that time. In the following season 

new elections were held, and now all Committee positions are filled since December 2019.  

Especially the topic of mental health has been discussed more frequently because the mental 

health of the athletes is an ever-present topic in everyday life of athletes. Last winter, the IBSF 

held its first workshop on mental health during the World Cup in Königssee. Information and 

further training in this field is to be continued and, at best, intensified.   

An improvement in the safety of Skeleton athletes can be expected thanks to the first certified 

skeleton helmet, which will be launched on the market in October. Moreover, the new 

standard Monobob for women will be introduced together with a specific race series in which 

NAC, EC and WC athletes will be ranked. The reaction start for the Skeleton team competition 

will be further tested and hopefully this format will be applied for the competition soon.  
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6. ANTI-DOPING 

New IBSF Anti-Doping Rules 
In March 2020 we updated the current rules to reflect the collaboration with the International 

Testing Agency (ITA) and the Court of Arbitration for Sport Anti-Doping Division (CAS ADD). At 

the same time, we have revised the IBSF Anti-Doping Rules in full following the approval of 

the new World Anti-Doping Authority Code (“WADA Code”) in November 2019. The IBSF as a 

signatory of the WADA Code is obliged to incorporate the new rules into its own regulations, 

which has been done through the new IBSF Anti-Doping Rules. 

The new IBSF Anti-Doping Rules have been approved by the WADA as well as by the IBSF 

Executive Committee and will coming into effect January 1st 2021. They are based on the 

WADA Model Rules for International Federations which reflect the WADA Code and its related 

standards.  

 

Transition to the International Testing Agency (ITA) 
Last summer, the Executive Committee decided to move most of the Anti-Doping program to 

the International Testing Agency (ITA) and since March 2020 the IBSF has assigned its Anti-

Doping duties to them. In general, it can be said that there exists a very good cooperation 

between the IBSF and the ITA so far.  

The Anti-Doping Education still remains in the remit of the IBSF. The focus regarding the Anti-

Doping Education in the previous season was clearly on the youth sector and we were able to 

record an enormous positive development in this area due to the numerous different 

educational programs that we've offered. 

 

LIMS Data 
In the end of April 2020 the Investigations & Intelligence (I&I) Department of the WADA 

provided 27 International Sports Federations (IBSF being amongst them) with new 

information from the Laboratory Information Management System (LIMS) data of the Moscow 

Anti-Doping Centre (Moscow Laboratory), following WADA’s I&I teams successful retrieval of 

a copy of the Laboratory Information Management System (LIMS), associated raw data and 

samples from the former Moscow Laboratory in January and April 2019. WADA has been 

compiling this information in evidence packages in respect to individual cases. The IBSF 

received a data package by WADA and since then is working closely with laboratory and legal 

experts to investigate whether to pursue Anti-Doping Rule Violations (ADRVs) against any of 

the athletes. The data analysis and investigation are very complex, the IBSF investigation is 

still in progress and it is being decided on a case by case basis whether they can be brought 

forward as an Anti-Doping Violation (ADRV) or not, the WADA being fully involved in the whole 

process. 
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7. SPORT 

Participation 
In the season 2019/2020 we saw increases in the number of nations competing in all IBSF 

Olympic disciplines compared to the previous season. 

Participation numbers for athletes were mixed. We saw increases in athlete participation in 

Men’s and Women’s Skeleton, 2-women Bobsleigh and 4-man Bobsleigh compared to the 

previous season, as well as a small decrease in participation in 2-man Bobsleigh compared to 

the previous season. 

The goal of the IBSF is to grow participation of nations and athletes, so we will continue to 

monitor the participation numbers to see if they represent natural fluctuations or trends that 

require increased attention.  

 

Para Bobsleigh 
During the 2019/2020 season, 26 athletes from 16 nations and 4 continents were ranked in 

10 Para Bobsleigh World Cup races at 5 different venues. Despite not being on Paralympics 

Games programme, almost all athletes from previous seasons continue to slide and are 

committed to strengthen and grow our sport. Additionally, we had 8 new athletes competing 

this season.  

 

Youth Olympic Games 
The 2020 Youth Olympic Games in St. Moritz, Switzerland was successful and showed great 

promise for the future. We noted 14 nations participated in men’s and women’s skeleton, 18 

nations competed in men’s Monobob, and 15 nations competed in women’s Monobob. 

 

8. DEVELOPMENT 

Development program 
In the season 2019/2020, the IBSF Development Program contains more than 38 supported 

skeleton athletes with an average age of 24 years and another 47 supported bobsleigh 

athletes with an average age of 23 years. Altogether, 85 athletes participated in the 

Development Program of the season 2019/2020. 

The number of participants in the individual programs offered by the Development Program 

still vary partially. All in all, it can be said that we have definitely achieved a movement in the 

right and positive direction regarding the participation numbers in the past season.  

Because of our targeted programs, we were able to contribute a big part to the path of positive 

development and performance optimization in cooperation with the federations and the 
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athletes. Based on the results it can be noted, that the Development Program has proven 

successful and is bearing its first fruits.  

 

Women´s Monobob Program 
We are now in the second year after the introduction of the new discipline Women’s 

Monobob and we can definitely look back on a satisfactory time. During the past season we 

have succeeded to expand the Women’s Monobob Program up to eight different events. Four 

of them were held in Europe and the other four in North America. Unfortunately, the last 

event in Lake Placid/USA had to be cancelled due to the protective measures related to COVID-

19. In addition to that, we were able to offer training camps and bobsleigh schools for 

beginners and career changers.  

To mention only a few figures in that context, the number of participants compared to the last 

season has increased by 10 % up to a total of 51 athletes. Additionally, we can register an 

increase by the participating nations of more than 30 % up to a total of 24 nations. 

 

Youth Program 
This season was dominated by our young athletes and the qualification for the Youth Olympic 

Games Lausanne 2020, which were held from January 9th to January 22nd in 

Lausanne/Switzerland, whereby Bobsleigh and Skeleton took place in St. Moritz/Switzerland. 

At four different destinations, on two continents, eight qualification races were held in each 

discipline. Two additional training days were offered right before the start of the Youth 

Olympic Games. Almost every Nation used this "extra training" to prepare their athletes in the 

best possible way. At the Youth Olympic Games 2020, we were able to experience exciting 

competitions at a very good level in all disciplines. 

Following the successful Youth Olympic Winter 

Games in Lausanne/Switzerland (Bobsleigh and 

Skeleton in St. Moritz) the athletes of our 2019/2020 

youth program are integrated into the Development 

Program for the upcoming season 2020/2021. To 

prepare our young athletes optimally for the Youth 

Olympic Winter Games 2024 in 

PyeongChang/Korea, we are 

planning to reactivate the Youth 

Program for the 2021/2022 season. 
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9. FISCAL 

The financial year 2019/2020 therefore shows the following figures in comparison of budget 

to income/expenditures: 

 BUDGET Actual 2019/2020 

Expenditures  7,766,000 € 7,888,000 € 

Income 3,032,000 € 3,036,000 € 

Difference - 4,734,000 € - 4,852,000 € 

 

The budget increase is mainly due to the fact that revenues and costs for the TV production 

have been planned as gross amounts for the first time in the 2019/2020 budget year. 

 

Besides the tax payment in Lausanne, overruns are mainly referred to two cost centers: 

1.  30272 Social Insurance: Up to now, the social insurance payments settled via FIBT 

Marketing GmbH were shown as a lump sum under item 30720. With the closure of FIBT 

Marketing GmbH, these can now be shown separately via 30272. In addition, the costs 

for the two new appointments from 2018/19, Skeleton and Development, will be incurred 

all year round in the 2019/20 financial year. 

2.  62000 Public Work: In the area of public work, we were able to reduce the costs from the 

previous year from €526,000 to €393,000, however the budget of €200,000 could not be 

adhered to, as more measures have been taken in the social media area, that also being 

reflected in the successful social Media data. 

Despite numerous negotiations, we did not succeed in finding a successor for our former 

sponsor Gazprom in the 2018/2019 and 2019/2020 budget years. Since the income from this 

contract was largely passed on to the organizers of World Cup races and we continued to pay 

the organizers the pro rata income from the Gazprom contract, the IBSF incurred a total loss 

of about 1.4 million €. Starting from the following budget year 2020/2021 we may count on a 

two-year cooperation with China, which, thanks to the initiative of our President Ivo Ferriani, 

has already resulted in a binding Letter of Intent and will soon lead to the signing of a 

corresponding contract. Together with the revenues involved, the financing of the pre-

Olympic season and the Olympic season is also covered by the IBSF’s assets. In return, we have 

agreed with the Chinese partners on a corresponding marketing campaign for our sport in 

China, which will be financed by the IBSF. 

The 2020/2021 budget year will not be an easy one. We have tried to plan the budget as well 

as possible in compliance with the requirements dictated by the Covid-19 pandemic. The 

necessary hygiene concept for all race series alone will probably cost 650,000 €. Nobody can 

say right now, in October 2020, what restrictions and demands will occur in the coming 

months.  
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10. IBSF RANKINGS SEASON 2019/2020 
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11. WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP WINNERS ALTENBERG 2019/2020 

 

 

  

 

 

 

1. GER Friedrich F./Margis T. 1. USA Humphries K./Gibbs L. 
2. GER Lochner J./Weber Ch. 2. GER Kalicki K./Lipperheide K.  

3. LAT Kibermanis O./Miknis M. 3. CAN De Bruin Ch./Bujnowski K.  

1. GER Friedrich F./Bauer C./Grothkopp M./Schueller A. 1. GER Grotheer Ch. 
2. GER Lochner J./Weber Ch./Bauer F./Rasp Ch. 2. GER Jungk A.  
3. GER Walther N./Krenz P./Franke E./Bluhm J. 3. GER Gassner A. 

1. GER Hermann T. 1. GER Loelling J./Gassner A. 
2. SUI Gilardoni M. 2. CAN Channell J./Greszczyszyn D. 
3. AUT Flock J. 3. ITA Margaglio V./Gaspari M. 

https://www.ibsf.org/de/athleten/athlete/262932/Margis
https://www.ibsf.org/de/athleten/athlete/130001/Friedrich
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12. EVENT CALENDAR SEASON 2020/2021 

 

EVENT VENUE DATE 
BMW IBSF World Cup Sigulda, LAT 20/11/2020 – 29/11/2020  

Europe Cup Winterberg, GER 27/11/2020 – 28/11/2020 

Women’s Monobob Event Winterberg, GER 05/12/2020 

Europe Cup Winterberg, GER 06/12/2020 

Women’s Monobob Event Innsbruck, AUT 12/12/2020 

BMW IBSF World Cup Innsbruck, AUT 11/12/2020 – 20/12/2020 

Women’s Monobob Event Innsbruck, AUT 12/12/2020 

Europe Cup Sigulda, LAT 19/12/2020 – 20/12/2020 

Europe Cup Altenberg, GER 07/01/2021 – 09/01/2021 

BMW IBSF World Cup + European 
Championships 

Winterberg, GER 08/01/2021 – 10/01/2021 

Europe Cup Altenberg, GER 13/01/2021 

Europe Cup Innsbruck, AUT 13/01/2021 – 15/01/2021 

Women’s Monobob Event Innsbruck, AUT 14/01/2021 

North American Cup Park City, USA 15/01/2021 – 17/01/2021 

Women’s Monobob Event Park City, USA 15/01/2021 – 17/01/2021 

BMW IBSF World Cup St. Moritz, SUI 15/01/2021 – 17/01/2021 

Women’s Monobob Event St. Moritz, SUI 16/01/2021 

Intercontinental Cup Altenberg, GER 16/01/2021 

North American Cup Park City, USA 21/01/2021 – 23/01/2021 

BMW IBSF World Cup Königssee, GER 22/01/2021 – 24/01/2021 

Women’s Monobob Event Königssee, GER 23/01/2021 

North American Cup Park City, USA 26/01/2021 – 28/01/2021 

BMW IBSF World Cup Innsbruck, AUT 29/01/2021 – 31/01/2021 

Women’s Monobob Event Innsbruck, AUT 30/01/2021 

Women’s Monobob Event Lake Placid, USA 01/02/2021 – 02/02/2021 

Women’s Monobob Event Königssee, GER 02/02/2021 

North American Cup Lake Placid, USA 01/02/2021 – 05/02/2021 

Intercontinental Cup Königssee, GER 05/02/2021 – 06/02/2021 

Europe Cup Königssee, GER 06/02/2021 

World Championships Altenberg, GER 05/02/2021 – 14/02/2021 

Europe Cup Innsbruck, AUT 18/02/2021 – 19/02/2021 

Para Sport World Cup St. Moritz, SUI 18/02/2021 – 19/02/2021 

Intercontinental Cup Innsbruck, AUT 19/02/2021 – 20/02/2021 

Europe Cup Königssee, GER 20/02/2021 – 21/02/2021 

Para Sport World Cup St. Moritz, SUI 23/02/2021 

Para Sport World Championships St. Moritz, SUI 25/02/2021 – 26/02/2021 

Para Sport World Cup + Para 
Sport European Championships 

La Plagne, FRA 06/03/21 – 07/03/21 

For more information about all our events visit www.ibsf.org/en/races-results 


