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IBSF Congress 2018 
FORO ITALICO – Rome, Italy 

27 June 2018 
 

Minutes 
 
 
Attendees: 

Executive Committee Ivo FERRIANI, Darrin STEELE, Ben SANDFORD, Adam 

PENGILLY, Peter VAN WEES, Andreas TRAUTVETTER, David 

TOMATIS 

Excused: Georgy Bedzhamov 

Secretary General   Heike GROESSWANG 

Delegates    see the list under item 2 of the agenda 

Auditors Anders HUUSE, Luis VAZQUEZ, Gertjan KEMPERS 

Court of Abitration   Stephen A. HESS 

Bob Material Committee Frans BAKKER 

Bob Sports Committee Brian SHIMER  

Ethics Committee                                        Wiltfried IDEMA    

Medical Committee                                    Dr. Eugene BYRNE, Dr. Christian SCHNEIDER 

Skeleton Sports Committee Matthias BIEDERMANN – not present 

Skeleton Material Committee Rachel BLACKBURN – not present 

Track Committee   Giacomo DARIZ 

World Cup Coordinator                 Jos MATTLI 

Europe Cup Coordinator Bob  Peter HELL 

Europe Cup Coordinator Skeleton Roland GRUBER 

North American Cup Coordinator            Nicola MINICHIELLO 

Para-Sport Coordinator                             Kristaps KOTANS 

Assistant Coordinator   Gatis GUTS 

TV Production    Maarten VERSTRAETE, John MORGAN 

Anti-Doping                                                  Raik BAUERFEIND 
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1.  Opening of the Congress 
 
Ivo FERRIANI welcomes the IBSF Congress delegates as well as all guests and officially opens the 
Congress 2018. He invites the Congress to stand up for a minute of silence to commemorate two 
persons who passed away in the past year: one of them is Corrado dal Fabbro, former Vice President 
of Sports, who served the FIBT for a long time. The other person is Günter Gscheidlinger, former 
Secretary General of the German Federation. 
 
After the minute silence he gives the floor to Ben Sandford, Vice President of Legal Affairs asking him 
to conduct the roll call. 
 

Name Member Vote(s)  Name Member Vote(s) 

Glessner, German ARG 0  
Kols, Janis LAT 2 

Di Piazza, Adrian AUS 1  
Pruneda Fernandez, Carlos MEX 0 

Schobesberger Dr. MMag., 

Roman 
AUT 

2  

Tomatis, David MON 
1 

Freeling, Stefaan BEL 1  
Noorman, Wim NED 1 

De Figueiredo, Matheus Bacelo BRA 1  
Ogba, Solomon NIG 1 

Storey, Sarah CAN 2  
Rolfsen, Harald NOR 2 

Hu, Jie CHN 1  
Dominikovich, Ross NZL 1 

Sola, Ivan CRO 
1  

Wisionowski, Szczepan 

Marek 
POL 

1 

Bohman, Martin CZE 1  
Vasquez-Velazquez, Luis  PUR 0 

Cherta, Xavier ESP 1  
Buta, Sorin Gheorghe ROU 2 

Vanhoutte, Alexandre FRA 2  
Pilz, Peter RSA 0 

Rodrigues, Christopher John GBR 2  
Parkhomenko, Sergei RUS 2 

Schwab, Thomas GER 2  
Acman, Urban SLO 1 

Shirgaonkar, Namdev IND 0  
Radenovic, Vuk SRB 1 

Donohoe, Peter John IRL 0  
Moeckli, Juerg SUI 2 

Greaves, David ISR 0  
Jagnesakova, Zdenka SVK 1 

Piroia, Loretta ITA 1  
Ottosson, Linus SWE 0 

Stokes, Dudley JAM 1  
Chen, Melanie TPE 0 

Matsuhashi, Tatsuo JPN 1  
Geraskevych, Mykhailo UKR 1 

Kang, Shinsung KOR 2  
Bergbauer, Bob USA 2 

 
 
 
 
Executive Committee: 
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Ferriani, Ivo ITA 1 

Trautvetter, Andreas GER 1 

Steele, Darrin USA 1 

Tomatis, David MON 1 

Sandford, Ben NZL 1 

Van Wees, Peter NED 1 

Pengilly, Adam GBR 1 

Bedzhamov, Georgy RUS 
not 

present 

 
 
Total of 40 Nations with 43 votes.  
Total of 43 votes for the election, as the Executive Committee has no vote for the Election of the new 
Executive Committee. 
 
For the statute changes the Executive Committee is eligible to vote, therefore the total amount of 
votes is 50. A 2/3 majority is required for any statute change – this will be 33 votes.  
 
Ben Sandford explains the procedure of the election of the Executive Committee Members. 
The first position to vote on will be that of the President. 
Both President-nominees will present themselves one after the other, and then the election will be 
conducted. 
The candidates for the Vice Presidents ‘position will give their presentations while the votes for the 
President are counted.  
The order of presentations for the Vice-Presidents’ offices complies with the list in the IBSF statutes, 
whereas the Vice President of Corporate and Financial Affairs starts and the last one will be the Vice 
President of Legal Affairs. 
All presentations of the Vice Presidents will be made one after the other, there will be no voting in 
between the presentations. 
No questions are raised with regard to the procedure of the presentation and election process. 
A simple majority is required to win the election. If there are more than two candidates running, the 
one who reaches 50 % of the votes plus 1 vote will win; if there are more than two candidates and 
none has reached more than 50% of the votes, the candidate with the least votes will drop out and 
another round of voting is necessary. 
If there is just one candidate, the election will be done by a show of hands, and also in this case the 
candidate must get more than 50% of the votes in the 1st round. 
There are no questions with regard to the election protocol explained. 
 
A few changes have been made to the list of candidates as some of them have withdrawn their 
candidature meanwhile: 
Sarah Storey is running for the office of the Vice President of International Affairs, only. 
Patrick Singleton has withdrawn his candidature for the office of the Vice President of 
Communication. 
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Sergey Parkhomenko has withdrawn his candidature for the office of the Vice President of 
Communication. 
 
There are no further questions by the Congress Members with regard to the election procedure. 
 
Before the Congress proceeds, the IBSF President has the honor to welcome Giovanni Malago, 
President of the Italian Olympic Committee, who gives a speech to the Congress Members. He 
welcomes everybody to the beautiful city of Rome and the unique headquarter of CONI that is 
hosting the Congress. He takes the opportunity to wish the Congress Members all the best for 
today´s annual Congress and good luck to all candidates for the election of the IBSF Executive 
Committee. 
 
2. Receipt of invitation, approval of the Agenda and approval of the Minutes of the Congress 2017 
The President asks if everybody has received the invitation and approves the Agenda, both are 
approved by the Congress.  
He also asks the Congress to approve the Minutes of the IBSF Congress hosted in Salt Lake City in 
2017.  

 The Minutes are unanimously approved by show of hands. 
 
3. Report by the IBSF President 
Ivo Ferriani speaks about his experience in the past, when a fellow Congress Member told him that 
the President is the steward of a federation. He is the leader of leaders, i.e. a group of persons who 
support and help the President to do the work necessary. A President could not do all this work 
alone. Thanks to the presentations shown yesterday, his work today is relatively easy, as he may just 
summarize yesterday’s presentations. The Members as the real boss of the President have the right 
and the duty to verify the work of everybody and to raise questions. Nobody is perfect so any 
constructive criticism is very welcome.  
 
It was a difficult year with the McLaren Report being presented, but he wants to state that our 
Federation has been considered as a Role Model many times, as in this difficult time we have chosen 
the right way to protect the clean athletes, all clean athletes. We took decisions and asked our Anti-
Doping Hearing Panel to check if everything was done correctly. The Russian Federation was always 
correct and cooperative with the IBSF and accepted any measures taken. The IBSF was in the 
favourable position to have an independent Hearing Panel. In this way we always came to an 
independent and correct decision. He explicitly thanks the Members of the Hearing Panel.  
Considering this difficult time, also the Ethics Committee with its Chairman Wiltfried Idema deserves 
recognition for having provided correct indications on how to do things. He hopes that we will be 
able to close the Russian cases soon, since we are here not to exclude people but to include people. 
There is no tolerance for doping. Timing was essential during this period; he wants to thank his 
colleagues for their willingness during this exhausting time.  
The athletes made a fantastic progress towards qualification thanks to the IBSF development 
program put in place. At this year´s Congress we have Nigeria present, and we had Ghana 
participating in the Games as well. 
We also helped existing Nations to stay with us – Ivo Ferriani thanks Andreas Trautvetter, because he 
was able to customize the budget in a way to have the athletes benefit most from it.  
He thanks also the coaches who did a great job; the PyeongChang Games were fantastic. We had a 
unique situation where we had a tie for a medal in two events. People asked the President that 
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timing should be measured in 0,001 second – President Ferriani believes it should be based on 0,01 
second as it creates great moments of emotion. He repeats that we are a sports company; we 
produce and sell emotion.  
He wants to thank the athletes and coaches deeply for the emotions they create making all of us 
proud. 
 
He wants to thank the Korean athletes and President Kang for being an example of success; if you 
work hard you can win a medal. 
 
Darrin Steele has one of the most difficult duties to fulfill, he must satisfy the needs of all athletes, 
men and women. We had a very successful season thanks to Darrin´s commitment. A huge thank you 
to him. 
 
Andreas Trautvetter always gives the right direction. Thanks to his report you can see that the 
Federation is in a good condition. Despite the difficulties everybody faces, for example, for 
transportation, he was able to assign budgets were needed. He is also the one to say no, if necessary 
– thank you for all your work. 
 
After over 38 years – if Ivo Ferriani remembers correctly – the IBSF still has to face discussion about 
the runners. A fair race is the bases of the Federation, costs must be kept under control.  
 
Let’s speak about Marketing: David Tomatis creates the good conditions for the Federation. Infront, 
with Stefan Krauss, has strengthened our position.  
 
Adam Pengilly, VP of International Affairs, has especially been dealing with development within his 
office. With Adam´s help we were able to support emerging nations, but also existing nations that 
needed support.  
 
Nevertheless, we need to find more money to finance all projects. Gazprom was the first sponsor to 
provide the Federation with additional money. The new elected President will have to find another 
sponsor, in this regard a focus should be on the Chinese market.  
 
In general, none of the Vice Presidents could have done the work without his respective team to 
support him; these teams did a great job. In this respect we should give particular praise to the 
Committees. 
 
Communication was taken over by Vice President David Tomatis. 
 
As to legal affairs, Ben Sandford gave the President great support with respect to the matters that 
arose during the Russian cases. The legal part is like mathematics, what counts are the facts, and 
then the Federation must also take into account the moral and ethical aspects.  
 
Moreover, Ivo Ferriani thanks Peter van Wees for his work as athletes´ rep. The Federation is nothing 
without athletes. It is important to communicate with the athletes. He is particularly proud that 
three active Italian athletes are supporting the Congress organization as volunteers here. 
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All this work was possible thanks to the Secretary General and her team who do a fantastic job. It is 
important to recognize her work. A good office and system were put in place. Her yesterday’s 
presentation has shown you how much work is involved in our activity  
The IBSF has been considered as a Role Model among the International Federations thanks to the 
“Family comes first” policy. Each position in the office must have a back-up person who can take over 
the job for 3 – 5 days in case the family of a staff member, in order that he or she may leave the 
office without a problem. The family is the basis of a good work, therefore the “Family comes first”-
policy is important to us.  
We also use the “smart job” philosophy. You may work from home, or take a day off, if possible. But, 
if necessary, you also stay longer in the office. It is the right way of giving and taking. In this way the 
work is done more effectively, and this supports the good spirit in the office. 
 
Ivo Ferriani mentions Peter Hell and Tony Carlino who have been with the Federation for a long time 
and are very experienced. In the beginning they were the ones saying how things will not work, now 
they changed to a positive way of thinking and make positive proposals. We would not like to do 
without their great and valuable experience – thank you. 
 
He mentions all Coordinators and their great support and especially their dedication to our sports: 
Nicola Minichiello, Jos Mattli, Gatis Guts, Kristaps Kotans, Roland Gruber and recently added Michael 
Grünberger. 
 
Last but not least, Ivo Ferriani wants to mention particularly the Para Sport.  
In its reports the IPS mentions that the IBSF fulfills all the requirements, and in September they will 
make the final decision.  
To this end, the use of the Monobobs was a fantastic solution; he wants to thank especially Kristaps 
Kotans with his Committee for the great work done.  
 
The participation of women in sports must be increased. It is not only a matter of numbers of 
athletes, but also of the number of events. We are awaiting the decision by the IOC shortly. We also 
have to offer the women the chance to be represented. 
 
Our Committees did a fantastic job which is not an easy one – without the Committees we cannot 
run our Federation. We need to have their input and expertise. 
 
Big thanks go to the track owners; we cannot exist without the tracks. A good example is 
Lillehammer where excellent Para World Championships were held. Next year we will have Sigulda 
on the World Cup calendar.  
 
The Race Organizers need to be mentioned as well. They organize great events and, moreover, 
create platforms for our athletes to present the sport and compete. 
 
I thank you all! Without your work I could not be a President and be the steward. I accept your 
criticism without it we could not improve! Thank you all! 
 
Questions by the Congress: 
Christopher Rodriguez (GBR): 
Wants to thank the President and the Executive Committee Members together with the Secretary 
General for the great stewardship in the last years. 
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He believes there are three areas in which the IBSF could improve: 
a) Engage National Federations in the strategy development and forward financial planning of 

the future success of the IBSF very much shapes the future of the National Federations. 
b) Referring to yesterday´s presentation by Infront, the National Federations should benefit as 

much as possible from the Marketing and Media programs developed by Infront 
c) Further improve communication between the IBSF and the National Federations between 

Congresses 
All these proposals are forward-looking recommendations and do not state that Ivo’s work and the 
work of the IBSF has not been successful in the past.  
 
Ivo Ferriani thanks Christopher Rodriguez for the valuable recommendations and will assure that the 
new Executive Committee will be informed about them. 
 
4. Report of the Auditors of Accounts 

Ivo Ferriani asks Gertjan Kempers, who represents the IBSF Auditors to present the Auditors´ report. 

Gertjan Kempers refers to the document distributed to the Congress Members which shows the 

Auditors´ report in writing and reads the report in detail. 

Ivo Ferriani asks the Congress if there are any questions with regard to the reports by the Auditors or 

the financial statements. This is not the case. 

 

5. Reports by the Executive Committee 

Ivo Ferriani asks the Congress Members if there are any further questions about the reports 

presented by the Executive Committee Members yesterday and today.  

 No further questions are raised. 

 

6. Approval of the Accounts 2016/17 

Ivo Ferriani asks the Congress to approve the accounts 2016/17 as presented. 

The Congress agrees that this may be done by a show of hands. 

 The Auditors count the votes and confirm that the congress approves the accounts 2016/17  

 

7. Release of the Executive Committee 

Ivo Ferriani asks the Congress to release the Executive Committee, this is also done by a show of 

hands. 

 The Auditors count the votes and confirm that the Congress releases the Executive 

Committee.  

 

8. Approval of the Budget 2018/19  

Ivo Ferriani asks the Congress to approve the budget 2018/19 as presented. 

 The Auditors count the votes and confirm that the Congress approves the budget 2018/19.  
 
9. Annual subscription fee 
Ivo Ferriani asks the Congress to approve the annual subscription fee of 300,-- € / year. 

 The Auditors count the votes and confirm that the annual subscription fee is approved. 
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10. Election of the members of the Executive Committee for the period 2018 - 2022 
Ivo Ferriani asks the Congress to approve the following scrutineers:  
Chair  Stephen Hess 
Members Anders Huuse, Luis Vazquez, Gertjan Kempers 

 The Auditors count the votes and confirm that the scrutineers are approved. 
 
The Executive Committee Members  who have been in office during the period 2014 – 2018 are 
requested to leave the podium.  
Stephen Hess takes over the procedures for the election. The Secretary General assists. 
Heike Groesswang asks each candidate if he respectively she applies for the office as indicated in the 
candidates’ list sent out. 
 
 

IBSF Executive Committee Election 2018 - 2022  
 NEW: 22 June, 2018 

   

Name Nationality confirms his/her application 
    

PRESIDENT   
BURKARD, Fritz Switzerland Yes 

FERRIANI, Ivo  Italy Yes 

   

Vice President of Corporate and Financial Affairs  

TRAUTVETTER, Andreas Germany Yes 

   

Vice President  of Sport  

STEELE, Darrin USA Yes 

   

Vice President of International Affairs  

FREELING, Stefaan Belgium Yes 

GLESSNER, German Argentina Yes 

STOREY, Sarah Canada Yes 

   

Vice President of Marketing & Events  

TOMATIS, David Monaco Yes 

   

Vice President of Communication  

PIESIEWICZ, Przemyslaw Poland Yes 

VAN WEES, Peter The Netherlands Yes 

   

Vice President of Legal Affairs  

DAMBERGS, Martins Latvia Yes 

IDEMA, Wiltfried The Netherlands Yes 

SANDFORD, Ben New Zealand Yes 
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Candidatures for the President’s office: 

 Fritz Burkhardt is requested to come forward and make is presentation. Heike Groesswang 
reminds that the presentation time is 10 minutes. 
Presentation Fritz Burkhart 
Though Fritz Burkhardt is reminded several times that his time is elapsed, his presentation 
takes 18 minutes. 
Stephen Hess asks the Congress if there are any questions to Fritz Burkhard – this is not the 
case. 

 Ivo Ferriani is requested to come forward and make his presentation. Stephen Hess offers Ivo 
Ferriani to extend his presentation to 18 minutes as well. Ivo Ferriani states he will respect 
the initial presentation slot of 10 minutes. 
Stephen Hess asks the Congress if there are any questions to Ivo Ferriani – this is not the 
case. 

 
Stephen Hess informs the Congress about the procedure of the election. Heike Groesswang will call 
each Delegate and announce the number of votes the delegate is entitled to. The Delegate will come 
forward to vote. The scrutineers will hand over the appropriate number of ballot papers. The 
delegate will mark the ballot papers and put them into the voting box. After the voting the 
scrutineers and Stephen Hess will take the ballot papers, count the votes in a different room and will 
announce the election results. 
After this election, the candidates for the Vice Presidents´ positions will hold their speeches. Stephen 
Hess reminds all candidates again to respect the presentation time of 5 minutes. 
There are no questions by the Congress as far as the process of election is concerned. 
 
Heike Groesswang asks the scrutineers if they are ready to start the election process. This is the case. 
She then calls each delegate to come forward and to vote. 
 
After the voting is conducted and the scrutineers have counted the votes, Stephen Hess asks Luis 
Vazquez to announce the result: 
Election of the President 
Ivo Ferriani   38 
Fritz Burkhard    5 
 
Ivo Ferriani comes to the podium and thanks the Congress - which he addresses as his friends and 
colleagues - for the overwhelming election result. He promises that he will continue being the 
steward of the Federation. It is an honor for him to accept this duty. He asks the Congress to 
challenge him and to criticize him, in order that he may improve.  
 
Stephen Hess then asks each candidate to present his respectively her candidature. He reminds all 
candidates again of the time limit. 
There are three offices which are undisputed; therefore, he asks the Congress to vote on these 
offices by a show of hands, unless anybody is against this procedure. 
 
He then asks Heike Groesswang to call each candidate. 
Andreas Trautvetter – Candidate for the office of Vice President of Corporate and Financial Affairs 
Darrin Steele – Candidate for the office of Vice President of Sports 
Stefaan Freeling – Candidate for the office of Vice President of International Affairs 
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German Glessner – Candidate for the office of Vice President of International Affairs 
Sarah Storey – Candidate for the office of Vice President of International Affairs 
David Tomatis – Candidate for the office of Vice President of Marketing and Events 
Przemyslaw Piesiewicz – Candidate for the office of Vice President of Communication 
Peter van Wees – Candidate for the office of Vice President of Communication 
Martins Dambergs – Candidate for the office of Vice President of Legal Affairs 
Wiltfried Idema – Candidate for the office of Vice President of Legal Affairs 
Ben Sandford – Candidate for the office of Vice President of Legal Affairs 
 
There are no questions by the Congress to any candidate. 
 
Stephen Hess explains to the Congress that according to the IBSF Statutes a candidate may be 
elected by a show of hands if there is only one candidate. The Congress has no objections. 
 
Election of the Vice President of Corporate and Financial Affairs 
The Congress elects Andreas Trautvetter, Germany, by a show of hands. 
 
Election of the Vice President of Marketing & Events 
The Congress elects David Tomatis, Monaco, by a show of hands. 
 
Election of the Vice President of Sports 
The Congress elects Darrin Steele, USA, by a show of hands. 
 
After the break a role call is done by Heike Groesswang. 
All Delegates are present, except the Swiss Delegation that has left. 
Therefore, there are 36 votes in total. The simple majority is 19 votes. 
 
Stephen Hess asks the scrutineer Anders Huuse to announce the result of the election of the 
Vice President of International Affairs – 43 votes in total: 
Stefaan Freeling 28  
Sarah Storey  11 
German Glessner   4 
 
Stephen Hess asks the scrutineer Gertjan Kempers to announce the result of the election of the  
Vice President of Communication - 43 votes in total: 
Przemyslaw Piesiewicz   38 
Peter van Wees      5 
 
Stephen Hess asks to conduct the election of the Vice President of Legal Affairs. 
He informs that having the Swiss Federation already left the Congress, the total number of votes is 
41. The simple majority is 21 votes. 
 
Heike Groesswang calls each Delegate and informs about the number of votes assigned to the 
Delegate. 
Stephen Hess asks the scrutineer Luis Vazquez to announce the results of the voting: 
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Vice President of Legal Affairs: 
Martins Dambergs 22 
Wiltfried Idema   1 
Ben Sandford   8 
One vote void 
 
Election of the Auditors: 
Stephen Hess informs that there are three positions for the election of the Auditors and there are 
three candidates. He states that the voting will be done by a show of hands unless anybody is asking 
for a secret ballot. The three candidates are Anders Huuse, Norway, Luis Vazquez, Puerto Rico and 
Gertjan Kempers, The Netherlands. 
As nobody asks for a secret ballot, the voting is done by a show of hands. 
All three candidates are elected, since the minimum number of 21 votes is obtained by each of them. 
 
Election of the IBSF Appeals Tribunal 
Stephen Hess asks Heike Groesswang to conduct the election. 
She informs that there are four candidates for the Appeals Tribunal and the voting will be done by a 
show of hands, unless anybody is asking for a secret ballot. No secret ballot is requested. 
The candidates are: 
Ben Heijmeier (NED) 
Stephen A.Hess (USA) 
Sander Kevelaerts (BEL) 
Stephen Rowland-Jones (GBR) 
 
Since more than 21 votes are obtained, all four candidates are elected. 
 
Before Stephen Hess asks the newly elected Executive Committee to take a seat on the podium, he 
wants to thank the IBSF office staff for the preparation of the smooth election process including all 
ballots.  
 
11. Consideration of proposals by the Executive Committee 
Heike Groesswang informs that the IBSF Appeals Tribunal procedures need some amendment. All 
amendments have been checked by the former Vice President of Legal Affairs, Ben Sandford. The 
proposal has been included in the Congress documents.  

 The Congress approves the changes to the Appeals Tribunal procedures.  
 
12. Consideration of proposals by the National Federations 
Heike Groesswang informs that she was contacted by the Swiss Federation after their delegation left 
the Congress and was told that they withdraw the proposal. 
 
13. Report by the Ethics Committee 
The Chair of the IBSF Ethics Committee, Wiltfried Idema, speaks about the “Adam Pengilly” case and 
informs that the Ethics Committee recommends closing the case in consideration of the latest 
developments. 
Mr.Pengilly has requested the opportunity to give a statement in  his own name and he is invited to 
speak before the Congress. 
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Adam Pengilly states that he believes everybody will have heard about what happened in 
Pyeongchang and that he has not much to say, but declares: “ I behaved poorly, I very much regret 
what happened and what I did and if I could change it, I would.” .  
Adam Pengilly has asked the IOC, and the IOC had to ask the POCOG, to be allowed to show the video 
to the Congress Delegates. He states that he will submit to any sanction, if the Congress decides to 
discipline him. 
He takes the opportunity to thank the Congress for giving him the chance to speak about it and also 
to have had the opportunity to work within the IBSF for the last four years. 
Considering the above, only Delegates are allowed to stay in the room, whereas all other participants 
have to leave the Congress hall. The Delegates are strictly requested not to make any video or audio 
recordings. 
The Video is shown the Congress. 
The Congress follows the recommendation and closes the case. 
 
14. Next Congress location 
Ivo Ferriani informs that no official application to host the Congress 2019 has been received by 
today. 
Therefore, he asks the Congress to entrust the Executive Committee with the task to find a Congress 
location for 2019. 

 The Congress assigns this task to the IBSF Executive Committee. 
 
15. Requests for Honors 
John Morgan created a video representing the history of bobsleigh in Italy. The video is shown to the 
Congress delegates. 
 
Luis Vazquez is honored for having served the IBSF as an Auditor for the past 20 years. 
 
Anders Huuse is honored for having served the IBSF as an Auditor and in other positions for more 
than 25 years.  
 
Heike Groesswang states that after her appointment as Secretary General it was possible to change 
and improve the accounting system of the IBSF only thanks to the support of Anders and Luis. Their 
expertise and knowledge have been and are still is very valuable for the IBSF and her as Secretary 
General. 
 
This morning, the CONI in the person of its President Giovanni Malago was honored with a small 
present. The IBSF now takes the opportunity to thank Omar Sacco and his team of active and former 
athletes, who helped to organize this Congress, and hands over a small present. 
 
Last but not least, no Congress can be held without translators. But not any translator could do this 
job, since the IBSF uses very technical wordings. Therefore, the presence of Petra Lossner and her 
colleague is essential for the success of the IBSF Congress. The IBSF thanks her and her colleague for 
the excellent work and her expertise. 
 
Before closing the Congress, Ivo Ferriani wants to thank the Secretary General Heike Groesswang and 
her team for the great work they do every day. 
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Thomas Schwab, Germany, speaks on behalf of all National Federations and wants to thank the 
former IBSF Executive Committee for the work they have done in the past and wishes all the best to 
the newly elected Executive Committee for next four years. 
 
16. Closing of the Congress 
Ivo Ferriani officially closes the IBSF Congress 2019. 
 
Lausanne, 31 July 2018 
 


