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1. Opening of the Congress. Welcome words by the IOC Sports Director Kit McConnell  

 
Ivo FERRIANI  
 
He welcomes the delegates of the IBSF Congress in Prague. First he would like to congratulate and 
thank the Czech Federation for the excellent organization of the Congress. The Czech Federation 
achieves very good performances with its athletes. He thanks Martin Bohman and his team for the 
warm hospitality in Prague, in this beautiful city and the great country. The IBSF is proud that the 
Congress is taking place here. 
 
He announces a short video that shows what the sport of bobsleigh and skeleton is and has been in 
this country before. The video follows. 
 
Referring to the video, he emphasizes that the races are carried out with heart. Dominik Dvorak and 
Anna Fernstaedtova will be very competitive competitors for the German team in the next few years, 
because they have good chances for podium places. So it is not only a warm welcome, but he also 
wishes the Czech Federation good luck and success for the future. 
 
He officially opens the IBSF Congress 2019 in Prague. Before the beginning he wants to remind the 
friends who are no longer among us and who belong to our history. He wants to commemorate Teo 
Valdez from Puerto Rico and Dumitru Focseneanu from Romania. He asks the Congress delegates to 
rise for a minute of silence to commemorate these two persons. 
 
He then asks the IOC Sports Director, Kit McConnell, to say a few words to the IBSF Congress and 
thanks him.  
 
Kit McCONNELL explains that it is a fantastic opportunity to speak on behalf of the International 
Olympic Committee at the beginning of this Congress. It is always important for IOC representatives 
to take advantage of these opportunities. It is great to be at sporting events to see what is happening 
on the field, but it is equally important to be present at meetings of the International Sports 
Federations, because on the one hand, it allows the IOC representatives to deliver the IOC's message 
of support and partnership, as it is not just about partnerships with the top stake holders, but with 
everyone. On the other hand, it is an opportunity to listen to the Federation’s Members, since they 
are the ones that are in contact with the athletes and promote the sport of bobsleigh and skeleton in 
their countries. Therefore, the IOC needs to hear what is happening in the countries and what are 
the expectations so that the IOC can provide as much support as possible. This is very important for 
the IOC, and on behalf of the IOC he thanks everyone for what they are doing for the sport in their 
country.  
He thanks Martin and mentions Irina, who was the Sports Director for Sochi, has been working with 
the IOC for 5 years, deals with winter sports in general and is Associate Director. Next to her sits 
Nicolò, who is a three-time Olympic competitor and has been on the IOC sports team for 18 months. 
He will then speak on a key issue concerning athletes. He is pleased that these three IOC 
representatives are present at the Congress. He also thanks the Czech Federation as host of this 
Congress and expresses his admiration for the video shown and for the beautiful city of Prague. 
 
He addresses Ivo FERRIANI, who has entered the sport of bobsleigh as an athlete; his experience in 
sports practice is very important for the IOC. He was an athlete, trainer and sports manager in Turin 
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in 2006, and even after taking off the race suit, he continues to focus on the athletes. Over the years 
he has also gained a number of titles and offices besides being a member of the IOC Executive Board, 
where he represents not only the IBSF but all winter sports. He is also active in numerous 
Commissions. This shows not only his farsightedness, but also that he brings a lot of value to this 
bodies. It is not just a matter of achievements, we also see that structures and development are 
important, but the people are always the main concern. On the one hand, it is the people who are 
here at the Congress who make the positive things happen, and on the other hand Ivo FERRIANI has 
never forgotten where he started.  On behalf of the IOC, he thanks for everything he does for winter 
sports. 
Kit McCONNELL would also like to pay tribute to a second person who is present here. They say that 
behind a great man there is always a great woman, but she is not behind Ivo, she is next to him. 
Heike has become an extremely important person for the Olympic Movement, not just for bobsleigh 
and skeleton, but for the whole winter sports movement.  
10 days ago at the IOC Session in Lausanne, Milan and Cortina were elected as hosts of the 2026 
Olympic Winter Games and Heike was the representative of all winter sports in the IOC Evaluation 
Commission.  
Both persons are focused on the athletes.  
On both sides of Ivo FERRIANI sit outstanding women. He also expresses his appreciation to Christina 
for what she does for the athletes as an athlete's representative.  
The video shows the history of sport in the Czech Republic, and the IOC is also celebrating its history 
with the 125th anniversary. 
In each of the 125 years since the first modern Olympic Games in 1896, it was the athletes who made 
the Games. It is always the athletes who are the centre of attention. 
The fact that Christina is here in this office with voting rights shows that the athletes are effectively 
the heart of the Olympic Movement and are also involved in the decision-making process. He again 
thanks Christina and the athletes who voted for her. 
All the programs that the IOC is developing, for example, regarding athlete careers, support in and 
out of competition, are available to the athletes. Nicolò CAMPRIANI and Ivo FERRIANI will also speak 
about mental support.  
The IOC is facing an interesting time regarding the upcoming Olympic Games. First of all, 2020: here 
is Damian of Lausannne, who is dealing with the Youth Olympics in Lausanne, until which there are 
only 6 months left. These Games do not only pave the way for the 18-year-old athletes, but offer also 
an opportunity to develop new events. The path taken with Monobob, which has now been included 
in the Olympic Program, shows the new possibilities that are being opened up in this way. 
Then come the Winter Olympics in Beijing. The opening up of these new territories is not only 
focussed on numbers, which are unique, but we must also take into account what China has already 
achieved. This will bring winter sports back to Asia. The Chinese athletes, sponsors and broadcasters 
are important. We have to build on the traditional sports countries, but also extend the activities to 
new countries. In this respect he mentions PyeongChang, Tokyo and Beijing. 
The introduction of the Monobob is an innovation, but it is not just about innovation, the IOC is 
seeking to diversify the Program of the Winter Olympics. 
After the Winter Olympics in Asia, the Winter Olympics will again be held in a traditional winter 
sports country with Milan and Cortina. With the planned redesign of the Cortina track, a legacy will 
be brought back into the race series. 
 
Kit McCONNELL says that he expressed his thoughts on leadership, on sports and athletes and on the 
organizers of the Olympic Winter Games. Nevertheless, one cannot rest on one's laurels, because the 
IOC is active in sports where scenarios are constantly changing. Sport is not isolated from the things 
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that happen in the world, in society, the economy, politics and governments. Any change affects 
sport, just think of the challenges of Europe, the European laws to which we must adapt. There are 
regional institutions, National Federations and International Federations. Athletes become 
entrepreneurs. Then there are the technological changes, use of data, sustainability, climate change - 
all these aspects have an impact on sport. Climate change in particular has an impact on the tracks 
and the athletes' access to the latter, and this has to do with costs. These are all challenges, but also 
new opportunities for the future.  
But we have a strong tradition and family, which has an incredible power to bring us all together in 
an International Federation and in the Olympic Movement. That is the power of sport. 
 
He thanks all the representatives of the Federation’s leadership and all the delegates present for 
everything they do and for the great partnership. 
 
Ivo FERRIANI thanks sports friend Kit McCONNELL for his motivating words. Thanks to his words we 
are more motivated, even if we sometimes have difficult times. 
 
He gives the floor to Martins DAMBERGS for the roll call and for checking the entitlement to vote. 
 
2. Checking of powers, roll call, verification of entitlement to vote, statement of receipt of 
invitation and approval of the Agenda 
 
Martins DAMBERGS  
 
He welcomes the delegates and declares that he will carry out the roll call by calling each nation by 
name. He reads out the country names and asks for confirmation of presence by raising a hand. 
 
Executive Committee 

Ferriani, Ivo ITA 1 

Trautvetter, Andreas GER 1 

Steele, Darrin USA 1 

Tomatis, David MON 1 

Dambergs, Martins LAT 1 

Hengster, Christina AUT 1 

Freeling, Stefaan BEL 1 

Piesiewicz, Przemyslaw POL 1 
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Name Member Vote(s)  Name Member Vote(s) 

Glessner, German ARG 
  

Pruneda Fernandez, 
Carlos 

MEX 
 

Schobesberger Dr. MMag., 
Roman 

AUT 
  

Battulga, Tsolmon MGL 
 

Vanvaerenbergh, Geert BEL   Tomatis, David MON  

De Figueiredo, Matheus 
Bacelo 

BRA 
  

Heijmeijer, Ben NED 
 

Storey, Sarah CAN   
Adigun Dr., Seun NIG  

Hu, Jie CHN   
Jorgensen, Kenneth NOR  

Sola, Ivan CRO   
Dominikovich, Ross NZL  

Bohman, Martin CZE 
  

Wisniowski, Szczepan 
Marek 

POL 
 

Cherta, Xavier ESP 
  

Dos Santos Farromba, 
Pedro Miguel 

POR 
 

Vanhoutte, Alexandre FRA   
Bochette, Liston PUR  

Poulton, Joanna GBR   
Buta, Gheorghe Sorin ROU  

Schwab, Thomas GER   
Pilz, Peter RSA  

Shirgaonkar, Namdev IND   
Anikina, Elena RUS  

Donohoe, Peter John IRL   Radenovic, Vuk SRB  

Chalupski, Bradley ISR   
Zwicky, René SUI  

Longo, Stefano ITA   
Jagnesakova, Zdenka SVK  

Stokes, Dudley JAM   
von Scheele, Per-Anders SWE  

Kitano, Takahiro JPN   
Edorh, Hyacinthe TOG  

Kang, Shinsung KOR   
Lien, Te-An TPE  

Kols, Janis LAT   Geraskevich, Mikhail UKR  

Kranz, Srecko LIE   Bergbauer, Robert L. USA  

 
 
In order to have a quorum for amendments to the Statutes, 50% of the Members must be present at 
the Congress. This is because there are proposals concerning the Statutes. At the moment, the total 
number of Members of the Federation is 72, so he can say that the Congress has a quorum for voting 
on the amendments to be dealt with later. 
 
He also points out that a 2/3 majority is required to pass resolutions on amendments to the Statutes. 
A total of 40 votes of the Members as well as 8 votes of the Executive Committee are represented, 
therefore the 2/3 majority of the votes of the Members is 32 of 40 votes in total.  
 
Ivo FERRIANI thanks Martins DAMBERGS. Then he asks the Congress delegates whether they accept 
the proposed scrutineers. They are Anders Huuse, Luis Vasquez and Stefan Hess. 
He asks for confirmation. The Congress delegates approve the scrutineers. 
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Ivo FERRIANI asks the Congress delegates to approve the agenda. The agenda is approved. 
 
 
3. Approval of the minutes of the last Congress (Rome, 27 June 2018)  
 
Then Ivo FERRIANI asks the Congress delegates to confirm the minutes of the IBSF Congress in Rome 
on June 27, 2018. The minutes are approved. 
 
4. Report by the IBSF President Ivo Ferriani with the presentation by the IOC on “Challenges of 
career transition in elite athletes and IOC initiatives on mental health in elite sports”  
 
Ivo FERRIANI  
 
He says that the day before he was thinking about how to present his report. He has a video about 
the athletes that will be shown at the end of his report, so he will talk about the athletes last. 
He would like to go back to the role of the President, as he has done so often before. He is the 
"steward" of the Federation and is at its service, just as the delegates are at the service of their 
National Federation. 
At the last electoral Congress, the delegates chose a new orientation of the Federation. With the 
election of the new Executive Committee members Stefaan FREELING, Przemyslaw PIESIEWICZ and 
Martins DAMBERGS and the confirmation of Andreas TRAUTVETTER, David TOMATIS and Darrin 
STEELE, the delegates instructed the Executive Committee to continue some of the traditional 
activities, but also made it possible to tackle new challenges thanks to the contribution of the new 
members. With the election of Christina as Athletes' Representative, the team became even 
stronger.  
Ivo FERRIANI believes that his colleagues in the Executive Committee should always express their 
opinions openly. As President he wants to be a leader of leaders, not impose his ideas, but discuss 
everything openly and convince people. And the delegates should discuss as well. The day before, a 
good discussion took place. 
He starts is report dealing with the Winter Olympics. We have the forthcoming 2022 Games, but also 
already the 2026 Games. 2 weeks ago, these Olympic Winter Games were awarded by the IOC to 
Milan and Cortina, although the bid from Stockholm was also very good and the track of Sigulda is a 
great facility. Sigulda is a pillar for the IBSF. The Latvians are role models, as they have great athletes 
with only 1.8 million inhabitants. He hopes that the track can be further developed for two-man and 
four-man bobsleigh.  
But the decision was made for Cortina, this is IBSF history. The track has to be rebuilt, and the 
regional administration is ready to do so. But Giacomo DARIZ will confirm that the redesign must 
preserve the characteristics of the track. We must preserve tradition. Four curves will be completely 
renovated, the other areas will also have to be adapted for skeleton and luge. But the traditional Bob 
Bar will be preserved. 
This is a challenge, because also a new generation will compete in races on that track. 
 
Then Ivo FERRIANI refers to the youngest Congress participant, Riccardo, who is only 15 years old. 
He says he has thought about who our "clients" will be in 2026 and that the IBSF must be attractive 
to young people, because the current generation embodies the past. 
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2026 will be a challenge, but the most important thing is that the IOC has confirmed that it will hold 
sliding sports competitions during the Winter Olympics. This is not something that can be taken for 
granted. 
Some sports have completely new, attractive disciplines for young generations. So, we need to be 
flexible, and 2026 will be an opportunity for us to do so. 
But first come the 2022 Games, and we already have a proposal for next year's Congress in Shanghai. 
But we must understand what China means. 300 million Chinese will be introduced to winter sports. 
At the moment, the Chinese think that winter only means bad weather, but we have to convince 
them that this is great weather to skate on an ice rink or slide down a mountain.  
 
We are negotiating with a sponsor, but the Chinese first need to understand who we are in order to 
work with us. They can get everything done. But the goal is not only 2022, but 2024, 2030 etc. to stay 
in China. 
Now we will have the Games in China. We even had to bring forward our visit, because they were too 
fast with the track construction, so we had to slow them down to be able to check the track profile 
before concreting.  
Sponsors will come, but we must get them excited about us. He will discuss finances later. 
It is important that our winter sports have been confirmed by the IOC and that the sliding sports are 
considered fundamental. However, we must avoid a decline in interest after the Winter Olympics, as 
is often the case, because we must maintain interest in China. 
 
We cannot exist without the Winter Olympics. That is our guarantee for the future. 
He says that this is his responsibility as President and of the following Presidents and of the Executive 
Committee members. Because nothing exists forever, but every day you are faced with new 
challenges. 
 
The Youth Olympics are an incubator of new ideas, for example, Monobob. After the Monobob race 
in Lillehammer some people were talking about Monobob on the train, which surprised him very 
much. 
 
The IOC, like the IBSF, is a sports business company. It has to create and sell emotions. It didn't 
accept Monobob because the IBSF is nice or nicer than others, but the IOC saw it as a great 
opportunity.  
 
We must have a strong presence in Lausanne next winter. St. Moritz has set an example of 
sustainability holding the skating competition on the lake. We cannot lose these opportunities. 
 
Legal Affairs: Martins DAMBERGS, a young lawyer, has joined the Executive Committee. Ivo FERRIANI 
explains that he was surprised by his excellent work. In less than a year he was able to take on many 
duties within the IBSF - disputes, rules etc. - but above all outside, for example, in non-governmental 
organizations.  
The President cannot do everything alone, but everyone has to participate in this process, so he is 
proud of the cooperation with Martins.  
The Ethics Commission of the IOC also confirmed to him that Martins DAMBERGS works well there 
too. It's a kind of marketing so that everyone talks about Bob and Skeleton, about our brand. The 
more we go out there, the better. 
The VP Legal Affairs also deals with anti-doping. Ivo FERRIANI spoke to the President of the Russian 
Federation and explained him that Russia should come back to the IBSF with a new generation of 
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athletes. For him zero tolerance applies with regard to anti-doping, even if the Russian Minister of 
Sport was not happy about it.  
Martins DAMBERGS was also supported by the Committee for Positive Doping Cases, which includes 
Dolf SEEGAR (NED) and Prof. Ian BLACKSHAW (GBR), Prof. Dr. Peter HEMMERSBACH (NOR) and Dr. 
Alessia DI GIANFRANCESCO (ITA). The CAS said the Russians cannot be suspended, but the IBSF was 
the only body that decided to form a Hearing Committee and suspended them. It is important that 
these Committees are independent. 
 
In this context, Ivo FERRIANI also thanks the Medical Committee with Dr. Eugene BYRNE (USA) and 
Dr. Christian SCHNEIDER (GER). They do a fantastic job. Prevention requires close cooperation with 
the doctors. 
 
Marketing: When Ivo FERRIANI saw the presentation of Stefan KRAUSS, he was a bit shocked. The 
day before the Members had a good discussion. The figures showed us how we can improve. The 
Marketing department told us the day before what needs to be changed, which clients we need to 
reach. 
 
He comes back again to the 15-year-old Riccardo, whose presence at the Congress is important 
because we need to understand how we can reach people of different ages and generations. We 
need to observe how the world is evolving and see how we can be attractive to young people, who 
are inundated with thousands of inputs.  
The marketing responsibles explained that we need to take a different approach, with Twitter, 
Instagram and so on. Content and role models are important. It's not always about winning, but 
about the athletes' stories. Akwasi Frimpong from Ghana is interesting because he tells stories. 
 
There is "e-sports" with competitions on the computer. Our generation doesn’t consider these games 
as sport. But these e-sportsmen are the new generation. Ivo FERRIANI reports that he told Thomas 
BACH that we have to move ahead. These are young people who play with the Play-Station for 1 
minute or 5 hours. This is a community of 1 million people. Sometimes they take drugs or cheat. We 
must keep this community with us, control it and bring it into the ethical direction. 
We should also develop the e-sliding sport to get young people interested in the sport. We have to 
be creative to become the focus of attention. In 15 years, most of us won't be here anymore. There 
will be a new generation. 
The day before, people were talking about 63 years as the average age of tv viewers. In a few years, 
we'll be watching everything on a device. 
 
If we want to sell ourselves in China, we must be up to date. We have been talking to Chinese 
sponsors for a year now, but each time they ask us a little bit more because they also have to 
convince their board of directors to work with us. They will come to us, but we must train them like a 
new generation, because they know nothing about sliding sports. But that is an enormous potential. 
That's why Ivo FERRIANI has taken over the responsibility for the sponsor, because he is convinced 
that the IBSF will have one. 
Zintis EKMANIS said yesterday that Latvia has the strongest athletes, but when Ivo FERRIANI saw the 
Chinese athletes, he said that they are now the good athletes, just like the Latvians, Canadians, 
Germans. 
 
Communication: Communication and Marketing belong together. The President plans to propose to 
the Congress that Marketing and Communication should be merged. Because marketing is 
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communication to the outside world. We should be open-minded. Most of us know little about 
modern devices. We have to see how we can "connect" 15-year-olds to us. Communication and 
marketing offer great opportunities. 
 
Then Ivo FERRIANI comes to Sport. He says that we are not a sports Federation, but a sports 
company. We produce and sell emotions. Without sport we do not exist. We must "create" athletes. 
Athletes are the business of all Federations and the IOC. They are the heart and the reason for our 
activities. The IBSF organized 170 events last winter 
The day before a comparison between the IBSF and the FIS was shown. Maybe it was not a correct 
comparison, because the FIS officially organized 6000 events and the IBSF 170, but if you consider 
the disciplines, the IBSF is strong. The IBSF has over 1000 officially licensed athletes who participate 
in the events, i.e. over 500 male bob athletes, 170-200 male and female skeleton athletes and 
approximately 100 female bob athletes. We must be careful not to lose our tradition. In skeleton we 
have, above all, fantastic women.  
We cannot do just the sport we like, but we must invent something new.  
The "Reaction Start" should be strongly supported. People want to see the fastest at the start, just 
like in Formula 1. The most interesting result is an unpredictable result. Then we can be sure to have 
spectators. 
 
Para Sport is very important. The difference between an Olympic athlete and a Para Sport athlete is 1 
second, which changes your life. This can affect everyone. Therefore, Ivo FERRIANI supports Para-
Sport very strongly. The IBSF tried to have Para Sport 2022 included in the Program of Beijing. The 
new President of the IPC confirmed to him that the IBSF will be represented with Para Sport at the 
OWG 2026. Para Sport is not only a humane aspect, but there are great athletes. 
 
There is an ongoing discussion about gender equality. The IBSF is the only sports organization where 
two women won against the men in one and the same race. Ivo also wants to organize a joint race of 
the best man and woman pilots at the end of the season. 
 
Then Ivo FERRIANI refers to International Affairs. Stefaan FREELING is an incredibly enthusiastic man, 
he lives for the sport. 
He is fighting for more and more finances for the Development Program, so that more developing 
nations may be included in the Program. Monobob is a good way for development, for women and 
youth. 
Development is a pillar, it is not only about financial support, but about services, for example, making 
available coaches. The IBSF sport is a niche sport, the athletes must be prepared first mentally and 
then physically. It is not a dangerous but a demanding sport that cannot be practiced by everyone. 
You can have an experience with taxi runs, but you get to top athletes by a strict selection. He thanks 
Stefaan FREELING and his group for the development activity. Nicola MINICHIELLO is the sport 
mother of the young athletes. For the beginners you need the best coaches. 
 
Corporate and Financial Affairs: Ivo FERRIANI points out that the IBSF is a sports company. Since he 
was elected, more and more money has been invested in supporting the nations thanks also to the 
revision of the contract with Infront and new sponsors like Gazprom. The money from the IOC is not 
enough, we must get more money from outside. The President has to work outside. 
Andreas TRAUTVETTER was really very tough: he is a sincere person and refuses costs when it is 
necessary. At the Pre-congress he stressed that new contracts must be signed. We must produce 
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Monobobs and develop Para Sport. Therefore, we need new sponsors. Ivo FERRIANI explains that he 
needs a few more months and is working on this matter day by day. 
 
The IBSF office: The staff works excellently, works together with the nations. The transparency for 
good governance comes from the office; a new accounting system has been adopted. 
Good governance is everyday work. What is important is the good environment.  
Heike GROESSWANG: Ivo FERRIANI says that he cannot be a good President without her. She is the 
boss. She works hard, but she always must smile. 
We have our auditors of accounts, they work in the background in a fantastic way, they have the 
duty to check our work and give us feedback, even if it is negative, so that we can improve our 
activity.  
We have the Appeals Tribunal. It's hard work. I hope I never will have to deal with the judges. If 
something happens, they have to show us the way, but they have to be independent.  
The Ethics Committee:  It's the same thing. Ethics is fundamental today, otherwise we are not a good 
Federation. The President mentions Wiltfried IDEMA, who is not present, and Stefan Hess, who is 
very active in this Committee. 
The Track Committee: Giacomo DARIZ, Thomas SCHWAB, Toni CARLINO and a member from Norway. 
They control all the tracks and ensure that our sport is safe. 
The tracks are sometimes challenging but must not be dangerous. He thanks the Committee 
members for their important work. 
 
The Athletes' Advisory Committee: The IBSF accepts Christina HENGSTER not because the IOC 
prescribes it, but because the athletes should be represented in the Federation. However, the 
Advisory Committee is not a Union that should act against the IBSF but for the IBSF. Christina 
HENGSTER has the duty to inform the athletes about what is going on in the Federation and to 
communicate the concerns of the athletes to the Federation. The Athletes' Advisory Committee will 
be elected soon. The athletes must become the managers of the future. 
 
The Sports Committee and the Material Committee: It is hard work to make sure that sports are fair, 
and everything is done correctly. 
 
The Coordinators: Jos MATTLI is doing an excellent job, because he also accepts the challenges of the 
President. He must coordinate and train the future Jury members. Ivo FERRIANI was delighted to see 
Cassie REVELLI and Francesca JOSSI in their office as Jury members during the last season. He thinks 
that we need more women in bobsleigh. He thanks Jos MATTLI because he takes the challenge very 
seriously. 
Michael GRÜNBERGER: It was not easy for him to change from being a coach to acting as a 
coordinator, but we need his experience for skeleton. Both disciplines - bobsleigh and skeleton - have 
the same importance within the Federation. That's why we are trying to create two medal chances 
for skeleton as a significant opportunity. 
Ivo FERRIANI also thanks Nicola MINICHIELLO for her fantastic work.  
Roland GRUBER: His work is fundamental for the community, because he is tough and strict, but he 
also understands in which circumstances he has to be a little bit gentler. When you train the new 
generation of athletes you sometimes have to be flexible. That also applies to Peter HELL. Like Toni 
CARLINO, he was a "nay-sayer", but now both are "yea-sayers". Gatis GUTS represents the future, 
and Kristaps KOTANS works for Para Sport; both work well with us. This is how we create the future 
managers. 
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In addition, there are all the jury members, it is not an easy job, they work well under the guidance of 
the coordinators. The material controllers: Dragos PANAITESCU is here, he is a pillar, and hopefully 
he will still have the same energy when he will be 95 years old.  
 
In the post-Olympic season, there was not too much of a drop in participation, thus Ivo FERRIANI was 
satisfied with this season. 
Now he comes to the athletes who are the capital of the Federation. We win and participate with the 
athletes, but they are people, and so we must treat them as such. He invites Nicolò CAMPRIANI on 
stage. He won four Olympic medals, three gold and one silver.   
He talks about athletes in general and mental health. Ivo FERRIANI says that he is introducing a very 
complex theme. But first a video is shown. Ivo FERRIANI says he has seen this video many times, but 
he feels guilty because he did not understand what happened to Steven Holcomb. He cannot forget 
what happened in 2016. So, he wants to talk about mental health. Every time you win, there is also 
the day after, and most athletes break down. Most coaches are worried about the day after. You live 
in a bubble that will explode sooner or later. Therefore, it is necessary to take care of the athletes. 
 
When he was a successful coach, he was depressed the day after the race because he wondered 
what would happen next.  
That's why he works together with the IOC and within the Federation to create a "red emergency 
button" to call for help. 
 
Ivo FERRIANI gives the floor to Nicolò CAMPRIANI for his presentation. 
 
Nicolò CAMPRIANI explains that this is not a simple presentation, but it is a debate that must be held 
with athletes and coaches, with doctors and with the Presidents of the International Federations. 
The trailer shown refers to the documentary film "The Weight of Gold", which will be released in the 
second half of 2019. You can see several famous athletes in it. Michael Phelps, who is also a 
producer, and various winter sports athletes, including Steven Holcomb. 
He would like to speak first as an athlete and not as an IOC representative; he also dissociates 
himself from some data in the film regarding the frequency of cases shown. 
It's not that nobody cares about the careers of athletes, because he had people who helped him in 
his fight. The film is important because it reveals the dark side of the sport and is a testimony with 
regard to mental health. 
The athletes shown are all Olympic Champions, but success can be deceptive, because the day after 
the victory, he too felt a void and wondered what would happen next. 
He is a marksman; he represented the Italian team at the Olympic Games in London and Rio de 
Janeiro. There he already knew that he would end his career after the Games. 
From then on, the transition to his other career began. He studied mechanics and graduated with a 
Master's degree in sports engineering. He was an athlete for 16 years and explains the technique 
marksmen apply when they shoot; this technique causes intense ups and downs of the heartbeat. 
 
He tells three stories of top shooters who were close to victory in the Olympic Games but lost due to 
mistakes. One of these stories concerns himself, because after an off-target shot he dropped from 
1st to 8th place in the ranking. In that moment he realized that the ranking was more important for 
him than his self-respect, and he decided to change his life. Because first you win the gold medal in 
your head and then you wait for it to happen effectively. 



 

12 
 

He went to the USA on a scholarship where he started his new career. He realized that gold medals 
were not the goal, but the consequence, and that balance is what counts in life. That was the secret 
of his success. 
When he talks to coaches and the Presidents of the Federations, he always says that they should not 
underestimate these situations. When you invest in the personality of the athlete, you invest in the 
athlete. A lot of money is spent on sports psychology and damage control. 
 
He won gold medals and one silver medal in London and Beijing as if it was self-evident and he knew 
what to do after the Olympics. But then he made the biggest mistake of his life by becoming a 
professional athlete. Passion became an obsession. He won in Rio, too, but he was tired of it.  
That's another aspect that is to be taken into account when you assist athletes, because a burn-out 
may always be lurking behind the corner. 
The transition to another life is always difficult, especially for Olympic Champions, because they are 
too famous, are constantly reminded of their top athlete role in public, which makes it difficult for 
them to change their identity. He therefore often tried to hide his Olympic Champion position. 
Then Nicolò CAMPRIANI found his place in the IOC family, which is very important for him. He 
wanted to deal with mental health, as this is a subject very close to his heart, and now he works in 
the team of the Athlete Career Program "Athlete365 Career+". 
This program was launched in 2005 upon the recommendation of the IOC Athletes' Commission and 
is designed to support athletes outside of competition. The athletes are supported during one of the 
most complex phases of their lives, i.e. the transition phase. The program is based on a practical 
approach with online courses, for example, for the preparation of effective CVs or information on 
how to behave during a recruitment interview. It is also necessary to train for this as in sport. At a 
certain point he felt an almost urgent need to return to sport. It was a question of self-respect, but 
now it's more a question of passion than a matter of ranking. 
 
A dedicated Mental Health Program was recently launched. Athletes have always been at the center 
of the IOC, but it is a holistic approach to health that includes mental health in addition to fitness and 
injury prevention. A Consensus Meeting was held in November at which 20 experts from around the 
world reviewed 15,000 articles and produced an evidence-based article that was published in the 
British Journal of Sport. This work was then continued and a working group on mental health was 
formed, of which Nicolò CAMPRIANI is a member. Various initiatives are planned, including a 
campaign on the stigma. 30-40% of the general population experience the pressure to perform. Why 
should athletes be treated differently. Athletes must always be strong and cannot show their 
weaknesses. So, you have to fight against the stigma, because athletes themselves should realize that 
it is normal not to be fit all the time. When Olympic Champions openly admit this, it has a strong 
effect. Secondly, these Consensus Papers should be converted into a tool kit that can be used by 
coaches and doctors and all those who deal with athletes. The development of a strategy for the 
application of these contents is also almost complete. Together with the International Federations, 
various initiatives can be implemented to share this content, to disseminate it through e-learning, in 
workshops or at competitions. When training new coaches or upgrading existing coaches, the mental 
health aspect should always be considered. This is not intended to replace the work of psychologists, 
but to focus on this problem. This is the vision of the IOC. Athletes should not only be trained for the 
best possible performance, but also to become better people, and this is a resource for the whole 
system. 
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Ivo FERRIANI thanks Nicolò CAMPRIANI and he thinks that the President is also an athlete because he 
competes every day. And it is not by chance that his family is here, because at the end of his term of 
office he will be back home. That is why he wants his family to be present right now. 
Ivo FERRIANI is now ready to answer questions and criticisms of the delegates. 
 
Peter PILZ (RSA) 
 
Peter PILZ thanks for the opportunity to ask questions after having had a personal conversation with 
Ivo FERRIANI the day before. 
He is very impressed by the attitude that is now emerging and the fact that people understand that 
there is more to life than money or success. This can be used to the advantage or disadvantage of the 
people. What the last speaker said can make the world a better place, as Nelson Mandela also said, 
‘Sport has the power to change the world’.  
Too much emphasis on success has destroyed many people, because instead of creating people with 
high values, we create bad people who cheat. 
We must improve the quality of our athletes. It is the duty of the Federation to teach young people 
what is really important in life. 
 
Liston BOCHETTE (PUR) 
 
He thanks Nicolò CAMPRIANI for his presence and his lecture. He believes that his activity is 
extremely necessary and important and asks if he can say to what extent the NOCs are opting for the 
course set by the IOC and what the National Federations of the IBSF can do to bring this message to 
their own country. If the respective NOC won’t do anything, it can be spread within their own 
Federation and with the athletes, but he would like to know what can be done to spread this 
message on a national level. 
 
 
Nicolò CAMPRIANI 
 
The IOC can only work with the main stakeholders of the IOC, but when it comes to interactions with 
athletes, the International Federations must take action, for example, during the competitions and 
especially towards elite athletes who are about to end their sports careers. In the case of athletes 
who have retired, it may be the National Olympic Committee. In the USA there are the “Pivot 
Workshops” to which athletes are invited 3 months after the Olympic Games to discuss and digest 
the last months. The International Federations can also involve all people working in their 
environment in this activity. By explaining, the lives of these people can be changed. One could start 
with workshops where a top bobsleigh athlete talks about his experience. Because although you can 
have a red emergency button, the athlete concerned must also have the will to press that button. It 
is therefore important to train coaches to point out the problem, to hold workshops and provide 
online material.  
 
Nicolò CAMPRIANI reports that after leaving the sport he suddenly felt very alone; nobody was 
looking for him anymore, he was taken off the mailing list, but in addition to him, the coach and the 
sports director also suffered from burn-out. 
Those responsible should always check whether they are improving their athlete's life, this can be 
measured by the performance indicators (KPI). 
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Liston BOCHETTE (PUR) 
 
The Congress delegates owe thanks to the President for stimulating this debate. The Federations are 
companies and their investment must pay off. The athletes are their most important investment and 
it is right that, in addition to preparing the athletes for competition, we should also take care of the 
next step in their lives.  
 
The greatest asset that Federations have is represented in the congress hall. This is where people 
meet and exchange ideas. The younger generation may not be aware of this. Everyone should go 
home and share this message with two or three people, then the world will be a better place. 
 
 
Bradley CHALUPSKI (ISR) 
 
He thanks Nicolò CAMPRIANI. This lecture was amazing. Nicolò CAMPRIANI has asked to report 
something personal and therefore he wants to tell something about himself. Surely many athletes 
think like him. He grew up with the dream of participating in the Olympic Games. 
Then he found this sport, but in every Olympic cycle something happened that kept him away from 
his dream: Bureaucracy upon bureaucracy, and a crash in 2018. Not having achieved this goal after so 
many years of effort means that his wife now has to keep telling him that he is not a failure. 
 
He thinks that this debate is excellent. We should not forget the people who have lived in the 
Olympic Movement but could not fulfill their dream. The focus is on the medals, but one should not 
forget those who have invested strength, material and money and who suffer from this mental 
torture. 
He hopes that the IOC will take care of these people and also raise funds for them. 
 
Janis KOLS (LAT) 
 
He thanks the President for his report and understood that Para Bob races will be held on the track 
of Cortina. Can we be sure that there will be Para Bob races in Cortina? 
 
Ivo FERRIANI  
 
He expresses his firm believe that Para Bob will be confirmed for Cortina. The Vice President of the 
IPC is an Italian, Luca Pancalli, so that the inclusion of Para Bob races in the 2026 Games is certain. 
Ivo FERRIANI has tried to get Para Bob included in the 2022 Olympic Program, but he has not 
succeeded so far. 
 
Janis KOLS (LAT) 
 
He asks the same question about Beijing and wants to know if this is a dream or if Para Bob still has a 
chance. What is the deadline for this decision, and if the decision is negative, what reason can Ivo 
FERRIANI give? 
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Ivo FERRIANI 
 
He believes that Para Snowboard was confirmed for the Olympic Winter Games in Sochi a year and a 
half in advance. He will make further attempts regarding Beijing. It was said that it's a money 
problem. He will do everything but can't be sure. 
 
Janis KOLS (LAT) 
 
Regarding finances, he asks which is the current main sponsor of the IBSF, and for which period this 
contract was signed. 
 
Ivo FERRIANI 
 
He gives the floor to Heike GROESSWANG, because there are two companies in China with whom the 
IBSF is negotiating. 
 
Janis KOLS (LAT) 
 
He refers to the current sponsors. 
 
Ivo FERRIANI 
 
There are two packages, one from Infront, and one that provides free space for us. Until a year ago, 
we worked with GAZPROM.  
We started negotiations with sponsors in China more than a year ago. There are two companies, one 
is the state-owned vehicle company SAIC, and the second is Geely, and there is a third company that 
he does not want to mention. 
The IBSF has deepened negotiations with SAIC, also for the manufacturing of sleds. But this is a state-
owned company.  
Geely is a private company, it has 100% of Volvo as well as Daimler Benz and this company wants to 
work with us. But the IBSF gives priority to the state-owned company because it is at the top level. 
They are now in the final phase of negotiations. 
 
Janis KOLS (LAT) 
 
He asks about the conflict regarding BMW as main sponsor.  
 
Ivo FERRIANI 
 
He says that BMW as Main Sponsor is at the center of one of the most important discussions. BMW 
also has sister companies, but they do not manufacture cars.  
One of the most protracted discussions relates to the conflict of whether to go from one car sponsor 
to another car sponsor or to try to get the sponsor as a sled production sponsor. In China, companies 
want to have exposure and we have to determine what kind of brand we give exposure to. That is 
why the discussion is taking so much time. 
 
He asks if there are any further questions. 
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He thanks Nicolò CAMPRIANI for enriching his report and explains that we are responsible for our 
athletes, but also for ourselves and our families. 
 
5. Discussion of Reports  
 
Ivo FERRIANI 
 
He asks the Congress delegates if there are any further questions regarding the reports presented by 
the members of the Executive Committee the day before.  
 
Sarah STOREY (CAN) 
 
She has a brief question for Mr. TOMATIS. It concerns the sponsorship packages mentioned the day 
before by a German-speaking representative. These are the sponsor packages for race organizers. 
Judging by the English translation, it seemed that it was the television production that was coming 
back to the organizers. Later she understood that it was one of the packages. She asks for 
clarification on this point. 
 
Heike GROESSWANG 
 
The day before, it was mentioned that if the package with the Gazprom sponsor created 2 years ago 
is not reconfirmed, this package will be returned to the organizers, but then it will be valid for the 
next year, because the organizers are not expected to find sponsors within a few weeks. So, if no 
sponsor is found, the organizers will get this package back for the 2020/21 season. 
 
Sarah STOREY (CAN) 
 
She also has a few questions for Mr. TRAUTVETTER. She listened very carefully the day before and 
she also checked the budget that was distributed the day before. First, she asks a question 
concerning the taxes for 2019. She had understood that the IBSF has a preferential status due to its 
legal seat in Lausanne, so that the financial resources coming from the IOC, which is also located in 
Lausanne, would not be subject to taxation. She therefore asks whether there has been a change in 
the status of the IBSF as a tax-free Federation, since a significant amount of tax seems to have been 
calculated. 
 
Andreas TRAUTVETTER 
 
He explains that the IBSF was never a tax-free Federation. In Switzerland, the International 
Federations pay a tax rate of 8% on the fund allocations of the IOC. This was the case before 2010, in 
2010, in 2014 and also in 2018. If this was not visible in the budget earlier, it was because this tax 
was offset against the IOC's payments and then only the net amount was shown in the budget. But 
the 8% tax has always been paid in Switzerland.  
 
Ivo FERRIANI 
 
He asks if there are any further questions or requests for explanation. 
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Heike GROESSWANG 
 
She adds that there is a difference between income tax, to which the International Federations are 
not subject, and VAT. In this case we are talking about VAT, which must be paid by the International 
Federations. On the other hand, as far as income tax is concerned, the IBSF enjoys this preferential 
status. 
 
Robert BERGBAUER (USA) 
 
He says that Ivo FERRIANI spoke a few minutes ago about the interest in transparency and good 
governance. However, with regard to finances, it seemed to him a bit short term that only a few 
minutes before the report, a 70 line table was received, and that one had to think it through and 
listen to the translation at the same time. We do have auditors who have reviewed the statement of 
accounts, but he would like to see a stricter procedure whereby the statement of accounts is first 
submitted to the auditors in advance so that they can ask questions about details, the current 
financial year and check the proposed budget and the actual balance. In consideration of the 
announced possible deficit and the yearly deviations, one would feel better if one could have in-
depth discussions to see what has happened and why the following year will be different. If this is 
not possible during this Congress, a procedure should be agreed with the auditors. The members 
would be grateful for this. 
 
Heike GROESSWANG 
 
She explains that the IBSF is in the process of changing to a full audit of its annual accounts. The 
auditors and BDO have reviewed the 2017/18 financial statements. As far as she remembers, it was 
agreed at the 2014 Congress in Monaco that the delegates will receive the financial statements with 
the actual balance of 2019, which, however, has not been audited, yet. 
She wants to be careful, because the possibility to get the statement of accounts audited depends on 
the date of the Congress. The fiscal year ends at the end of March, but the IBSF must wait 2 or 3 
months for the final bills from the Federations.  
However, thanks to new auditing system, this should be feasible. She therefore fully supports the 
proposal. So, she believes that the delegates will receive this information for the next season. 
 
Joanna POULTON (GBR) 
 
She brings the greetings of her predecessor, Christopher Rodrigues, to the Congress delegates. She 
thanks the President and the Executive Committee for their work and good governance during the 
year. Some people may not understand what good governance means. Therefore, she would like to 
explain what good governance means for her. If we are an institution, good governance is our 
skeleton, and if the skeleton is not functional, then we can train as much as we want, but we will 
never achieve good performance. For a Federation, good governance is essential. This includes 
financial issues and the timely presentation of up-to-date financial information. She would like to 
support her colleague's proposal. Under no circumstances can Congress delegates be asked to look at 
and vote on 15-month-old data after they have received this table just the day before. She 
understands Heike's problems because she was in this situation herself. Therefore, she supports the 
Executive Committee's plan regarding the Audit Committee to ensure that the Executive Committee 
and third parties have an overview. She also does not want to see any more 40% differences 
between the actual data and the budget. She adds a remark to protect the Executive Committee. She 
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sees that there is a serious deficit this year. If the Congress approved this deficit, the Congress would 
authorize the Executive Committee to adopt a rather risky strategy. That might not be correct. 
Therefore, she proposes that the Congress approves this document as a draft budget, but that a 
second budget will be drawn up based on a scenario without a sponsor, but with the deletion of all 
the programs, which the Executive Committee must cancel accordingly, so that a revised budget is 
then submitted to Congress. She apologizes for her rather long contribution to the debate, she is not 
an accountant, she has experience in governance, but as an outsider she is concerned about a budget 
that was only seen the day before and that has serious, negative consequences. She thanks for the 
attention. 
 
 
Ivo FERRIANI 
 
He explains that he isn’t an accountant, but that good governance is one of his concerns. Good 
governance means having good people. 
When he was elected, the Congress had to approve the budget for 2008. Great efforts were made to 
ensure that the Congress delegates received the updated budget of the previous season.  
Of course, everything must be done very quickly so that the figures can be presented. But now, 
thanks to the audit, there will be no surprises anymore. We have taken the risk to inform the 
Congress delegates in advance about this problem. We want to be transparent and have open 
discussions with them. If no sponsor can be found, the budget must be reduced. He agrees with this. 
He gives the floor to the VP Corporate and Financial Affairs. 
 
Andreas TRAUTVETTER 
 
He makes two remarks: a successor sponsor for the IBSF was planned for the financial year 
2018/2019. This could not be realized. Therefore, the submitted budget draft 2019/2020 is planned 
without sponsor income for the IBSF for the sponsoring of the World Cup, so that this risk was 
excluded from the budget planned for the following year. 
If the amendments to the Statutes are decided at this Congress, there will be an Audit Committee, 
which will evaluate the preliminary statement of accounts of the last year in time before the 
Congress. This will ensure that the relevant documents are provided in good time prior to the 
Congress. 
 
Ivo FERRIANI 
 
He asks if there are any further questions or requests for explanation. 
 
Sarah STOREY (CAN) 
 
For clarification purposes only, she asks in respect of which financial year already audited financial 
documents will be submitted to next year’s Congress:  fiscal year 2019 or 2020? 
 
Andreas TRAUTVETTER 
 
He replies that the 2018/19 accounts are the audited accounts, whilst the 2019 statement of 
accounts is a preliminary document, because these accounts cannot be audited in this short time. If 
the Congress now approves the amendment to the Statutes, this provisional financial statement will 
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be verified by the Audit Committee, so that an audited financial statement will be presented at the 
Congress. 
 
He explains that the financial year was deliberately changed. Previously, the budget year ran from 1st 
of October to 30th of September. Therefore, at the time of the Congress, we were just in the middle 
of the financial year. Due to this situation we changed the financial year to the period from 1st of 
April to 31st of March. Pursuant to the Statutes, the Congress must take place in the 2nd quarter of 
the year. If it takes place at the end of June/beginning of July, then the provisional accounts can also 
be subject to an audit by the Audit Committee. If a Congress is already convened in April, it is not 
possible to carry out an audit of the statement of accounts within 4 weeks after the end of the 
financial year. 
 
Ivo FERRIANI 
 
He asks if there are any further questions or requests for explanation. 
There are no further questions. 
 
Heike GROESSWANG 
 
She would like to add something before the vote on the annual financial statement.  
This morning, Martins DAMBERGS announced the total number of votes. It was right that Sarah 
raised the question about the votes of each Federation, which were always declared at previous 
Congresses. Therefore, Martins DAMBERGS will now announce how many votes each Federation has. 
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Martins DAMBERGS 
He says he will name the nations and the corresponding votes. 

 
 
 
Ivo FERRIANI 
 
He asks if there are any further questions about the number of votes. 
There are no further questions. 
 
 
 
 

Member Vote(s)  Member Vote(s) 

ARG 0  
MEX 0 

AUT 2  MGL 0 

BEL 1  
MON 1 

BRA 1  NED 1 

CAN 2  
NIG 1 

CHN 1  
NOR 1 

CRO 1  
NZL 1 

CZE 1  
POL 1 

ESP 1  
POR 0 

FRA 1  
PUR 1 

GBR 2  ROU 1 

GER 2  
RSA 0 

IND 0  
RUS 2 

IRL 0  
SRB 1 

ISR 1  
SUI 2 

ITA 1  
SVK 1 

JAM 1  
SWE 1 

JPN 1  
TOG 0 

KOR 2  
TPE 0 

LAT 2  
UKR 0 

LIE 0  USA 2 
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6. Presentation of accounts and the budget  
 
Ivo FERRIANI  
 
He explains that the annual statement of accounts and the budget were presented the day before. 
He therefore asks Anders HUUSE to present the auditors' report. 
 
7. Report of the Auditors of Accounts  
 
Anders HUUSE  
 
He refers to the documents distributed to the Congress delegates. Among them are two written 
reports, one from BDO and the other from the auditors of the IBSF. Both reports are clean reports, 
which were prepared on the bases of the review of the financial statement. He reads the conclusion 
contained at the end of the auditors' report: 
 
“Based on the review performed by us and the review performed by BDO, nothing came to our attention 
that causes us to believe that the following statements are not correct: 
 

• The aforementioned Financial Statements fairly present the results of operations of the IBSF 
for the year from April 1, 2017 until March 31, 2018 and the financial situation as of March 31, 
2018. 

 

• The Federation's books are kept in a correct manner in all material aspects. 
 
Based on the facts mentioned above, we propose that you approve IBSF's financial statements for the 
year from April 1, 2017 until March 31, 2018 and, accordingly, release the Executive Committee.” 
 
This was signed on 4 June 2019 by the three Auditors of Accounts Gertjan KEMPERS, Luis VAZQUEZ 
and himself.  
 
8. Approval of the accounts, the budget and release of the Executive Committee 
 
Ivo FERRIANI 
 
He asks the Congress to approve the annual statement of accounts and to release the Executive 
Committee in accordance with the auditors' proposal. 
First, the annual statement of accounts must be approved. The annual statement of accounts is 
approved without any vote against or abstentions. 
Then he asks the Congress to approve the budget. 
The budget is approved with 3 abstentions.  
Ivo FERRIANI asks the Congress to release the Executive Committee. The Executive Committee is 
released without votes against and abstentions. 
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9. Annual membership fee 
 
Ivo FERRIANI gives Heike GROESSWANG the floor for the approval of the annual membership fee of 
300,-- €. 
 
Heike GROESSWANG confirms that the membership fee as before amounts to € 300,-- per National 
Federation. 
Ivo FERRIANI asks for a vote. The annual membership fee of 300,-- € per National Federation is 
approved without votes against and abstentions. 
 
10. Notification and consideration of proposals submitted by the Executive Committee 
 
Ivo FERRIANI gives Heike GROESSWANG the floor.  
 
Heike GROESSWANG 
 
As can be seen from the congress documents, the Executive Committee has submitted two proposals 
for amendments to the Statutes. 
As Martins DAMBERGS said, a 2/3 majority is required to approve these amendments. The first 
proposal, as just mentioned, relates to the change from Auditors of Accounts to an Audit Committee 
for the purpose of a full audit and concerns Article 12 of the Statutes. The motion is supported by the 
auditors of accounts and the Executive Committee. The other proposal relates to Article 3.15. It is not 
enough for us to declare that we will comply with the principles of the Olympic Movement regarding 
the Prevention of Manipulation of Competitions; it must also be enshrined in the Statutes. The 
Olympic Charter requires this of all International Federations. 
A 2/3 majority is required also for this amendment. She thinks that this should not give rise to much 
discussion and asks whether there are any questions about it.  
Ballot papers have been prepared, but she asks if anyone is against voting by show of hands. The 
vote will be taken separately for each proposal. All Congress delegates agree. 
The first vote will refer to the amendment to Article 3.15 of the Statutes concerning the Prevention 
of Manipulation of Competitions. This amendment to the Statutes is unanimously approved. 
This vote is followed by the vote on the amendment regarding the Audit Committee, which implies 
the relevant new wording "Audit Committee". The amendment is approved with one abstention by 
the delegate of Spain. The Statutes will be amended accordingly. 
 
11. Consideration of proposals submitted by Members 
 
Heike GROESSWANG  
 
She announces the proposal made by Bobsleigh Canada Skeleton and asks Sarah STOREY to briefly 
explain the proposal. 
Sarah STOREY hopes that the delegates have read the proposal. The day before it was interesting for 
her to hear also the opinion of other delegates on the calendar, which is the life basis of the 
Federations also in commercial terms. The representatives of the National Federations have the task 
to support the IBSF Committee with discussions in this regard. The staff makes great efforts to create 
a calendar that is balanced and takes into account all factors, but the National Federations can 
contribute to it. 
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The idea is to bring together people who are involved in sport on at all levels a daily basis and to find 
solutions that also include the aspects considered by Stefan KRAUSS and the Executive Committee. 
She thinks it is necessary to come back to the Committee that had already existed within the "old" 
IBSF and which would allow the nations to contribute constructively to these issues. She hopes that 
the Congress delegates will support this proposal. 
 
Heike GROESSWANG 
 
She would like to know if there are any questions about the proposal explained by Sarah STOREY. 
This is not the case. 
She asks for a vote. The proposal is approved with 4 votes against and 2 abstentions. 
 
12. Allocation of World Championships a. Bobsleigh & Skeleton World Championships 2023 b. Para 
World Championships 2020 c. Summer Push World Championship 2020 d. Junior World 
Championships 2021 
 
Ivo FERRIANI 
 
A bid for the organization of the 2023 Bobsleigh and Skeleton World Championships has been filed 
by St. Moritz. He asks the representatives of St. Moritz to present their bid. No other bids have been 
filed.  
 
Andrea GUTGSELL - Representative of St. Moritz 
 
The first words are formulated in the regional language Rhaeto-Romanic of St. Moritz. 
 
Andrea GUGSELL introduces himself as one of the speakers of the Olympic track of St. Moritz - 
Celerina. It is an honor for him to present the candidacy of St. Moritz for the 2023 Bobsleigh and 
Skeleton World Championships. 
A video is following. 
He adds some facts and figures. He cannot do otherwise but talk also about the history of St. Moritz 
one can be proud of. English tourists started sliding down the snowy streets with a self-made sled. 
This led to the development of one of the most beautiful sports of the world. The track was built in 
1904. Every year the track becomes the biggest ice sculpture. It has hosted two Olympic Games, 
several World Championships, including Para Sport, and Junior World Championships, as well as 
annual World Cup races. Several teams work on the track. The team responsible per icing the track 
from South Tyrol every year and knows every detail. In addition to them, there are the voluntary 
officials who give their best for the track. 
Live music, children's area, bobsleigh village in the finish area, food stands, spectator and fan area, a 
big opening ceremony, supporting programs and special offers for the athletes will enrich the event. 
The most important information is contained in the documentation that the Congress delegates 
received. 
He thanks for the attention. 
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Ivo FERRIANI 
 
He explains that this is the only candidacy and it is easy for him to say that to allocate this World 
Championship to St. Moritz means to "go home". The sport was born there, and we always need St. 
Moritz. 2023 will again be a great moment "at home". 
Then he asks the Congress delegates to vote. He thinks it will be enough to applaud. The Congress 
approves the allocation of the 2023 World Championships by applause. 
 
Heike GROESSWANG 
 
She explains that now a decision must be taken on the allocation of the Para World Championships 
2020. 
Negotiations are underway with the Russian Federation, which has agreed to host the Para World 
Championships in Sochi, which would be great. Details still need to be clarified and a final 
confirmation needs to be obtained. She asks the Congress delegates to authorize the Executive 
Committee to give preference to Sochi to host the Para World Championships provided that all 
aspects are appropriate, or to decide on another host if the Russian Federation does not confirm the 
hosting of the Para World Championships in Sochi. 
 
This proposal is unanimously accepted by the Congress delegates. 
 
Heike GROESSWANG further declares that there is no proposal to host the 2020 Summer World 
Pushing Championships. As in the previous case, she asks the Congress delegates to authorize the 
Executive Committee to award these World Championships, if there will be any interested parties. 
 
This proposal is also unanimously accepted by the Congress delegates. 
 
Furthermore, no application to host the 2021 Junior World Championships was submitted. Yesterday 
a short discussion with the Swiss Federation took place. 
 
Judith HUDDLESTON (SUI) 
 
She is pleased to announce that the 2021 Junior World Championships will be hosted by St. Moritz. 
 
Heike GROESSWANG 
 
She believes that the applause of the Congress delegates may be considered as congratulations to St. 
Moritz. 
 
13. Requests for Honors  
 
Ivo FERRIANI 
 
He mentions a special friend, Michael BIELOWSKI. He is a great person. He has always supported the 
sliding sport in Innsbruck and has also warded off criticism related to the sliding sports. He thanks 
him personally on behalf of the IBSF community. 
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Heike GROESSWANG 
 
She asks Michael BIELOWSKI to come forward. He is the Managing Director of Olympia-World in 
Innsbruck and is responsible not only for the bob track, but for all venues in Innsbruck. 
He was also President of the Austrian Luge Federation, but he has always been a good partner for the 
IBSF. The track in Innsbruck is in great demand and very busy, but when the IBSF had to move a race 
to another venue at the last moment, he was always helpful.  
He will resign from his office as of September 1, then he might be able to work with an IBSF 
Committee. The IBSF would like to give him a small tribute here, but there is also an appreciation 
ceremony planned during the World Cup in Igls. She thanks him for all his work. 
 
14. Decision on the site of the next Congress 2020  
 
Ivo FERRIANI 
 
He explains that the Congress delegates should decide on the location of next year's Congress. The 
Chinese Federation submitted a proposal, and he thinks this would be the right time to go there. 
Currently, the location has not been decided, because there are many locations in China that want to 
host the Congress. In any case, also visit to the track should be scheduled. The IBSF is waiting for the 
details.  
He proposes to vote on this proposal. The Congress delegates are in favor of holding the Congress in 
China. 
 
Heike GROESSWANG 
 
She informs the Congress that talks with the Jamaican Federation are underway for hosting the 2021 
Congress in Jamaica. For the purpose of advance planning she asks whether the Congress delegates 
also agree to the organization of the 2021 Congress in Jamaica. 
 
Ivo FERRIANI 
 
He asks the Congress delegates to approve the proposal. The proposal is approved. 
 
15. Miscellaneous  
 
Heike GROESSWANG  
 
She explains that it was a great pleasure to work with Martin Bohmann and his colleagues from the 
Czech Federation. She asks them to come forward for the presentation of a small gift.  
 
Then she asks the interpreters to the stage, thanks them and hands over a gift. 
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16. Closing of the Congress  
 
Ivo FERRIANI 
 
He explains that it was a very interesting Congress and that open discussions were held during this 
Congress. He thanks the Congress delegates for their interest and reminds them that all have the 
common goal of promoting the IBSF sport to win together. 
 
Then Ivo FERRIANI officially closes the 2019 IBSF Congress. 
 
Lausanne, 8th of August 2019 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      President 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


